
CARBONDALE BIKE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAILS 
COMMISSION 

IN PERSON/VIRTUAL HYBRID MEETING 
April 3, 2023 

6:00 P.M. 

ATTENTION: The April 3, 2023, meeting of the Carbondale Bike, Pedestrian, and Trails 
Commission will be conducted both in-person and virtually via Zoom.  If you wish to 
attend the meeting and you have a comment concerning one or more of the Agenda items 
please email kmcdonald@carbondaleco.net by 4:00 pm on April 3, 2023.  If you would like 
to comment virtually during Persons Present Not on the Agenda please email 
kmcdonald@carbondaleco.net with your full name and email address by 4:00 pm on April 
3, 2023. 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: Apr 3, 2023 06:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: Town of Carbondale Bike, Pedestrian and Trails Commission Meeting, April 3, 2023 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84187746379?pwd=TkwveVVZM3M5WVZtcFNkOC9WekVKQT09 
Passcode: 931267 
Or One tap mobile :  
US: +17193594580,,84187746379#,,,,*931267# or +12532158782,,84187746379#,,,,*931267#  
Or Telephone: 
Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):  
US: +1 719 359 4580 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 669 444 9171 or +1 669 900 
6833 or +1 253 205 0468 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 305 224 1968 or +1 309 205 3325 or +1 312 
626 6799 or +1 360 209 5623 or +1 386 347 5053 or +1 507 473 4847 or +1 564 217 2000 or +1 
646 931 3860 or +1 689 278 1000 or +1 929 436 2866  
Webinar ID: 841 8774 6379 
Passcode: 931267 
International numbers available: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kmrzhMLBN 
TIME* ITEM DESIRED OUTCOME 
6:00 1. Roll Call

6:01 2. Consent Agenda: Approval of March 6, 
2023, Meeting Minutes 

ATTACHMENT A 
REVIEW & APPROVE

6:05 3. Persons Present Not on the Agenda

6:10 4. Member Renewal Application: Matt Gworek ATTACHMENT B 
REVIEW & APPROVE

6:15 5. Draft Sopris Sun Guest Editorial for Review ATTACHMENT C 
REVIEW & APPROVE 

6:25 6. BPTC Options to Address Increased Traffic 
Across the Rio Grand Trail at the Ice Rink 

6:40 7. May First Friday Planning 
6:55 8. Carbondale Bike Week Planning 
7:10 9. Adjourn

*Please note times are approximate.
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The mission of the Carbondale Bicycle Pedestrian and Trails Commission is to create a more bicycle and pedestrian friendly 
community.  The commission makes recommendations to the Town Board of Trustees that educate, promote, and develop safe 

and effective programs and infrastructure to encourage bicycle and pedestrian use.” 
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TOWN OF CARBONDALE 

APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT OR REAPPOINTMENT 
TO TOWN ADVISORY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

THIS IS AN APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT __x___ REAPPOINTMENT _____ 

NAME OF APPLICANT: ____Matthew 
Gworek_____________________________________ 
MAILING ADDRESS: __________734 sopris ave_________________________ 
STREET ADDRESS OF RESIDENCE: ____________________________ 
TELEPHONE: (Work) ______________________ (Home) ___312-953-1842_________ 
OTHER PHONE: ___________________ E-MAIL:___mtgworek@gmail.com_____________ 

INDICATE WHERE YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR AGENDAS AND INFORMATIONAL 
MATERIALS DELIVERED: 
____l_____________________email___________________________________ 

(If you are seeking reappointment, it is only necessary to fill in your name and those 
informational items which have changed since you were last appointed.) 

BOARD OR COMMISSION FOR WHICH (RE) APPOINTMENT IS SOUGHT: 

_____reappointment to 
BPTC______________________________________________________________ 

NEW APPOINTMENT ONLY: 

Describe any special knowledge, abilities, background or interests which you feel will provide a 
positive contribution to the goals and purposes of the board or commission for which you are 
seeking appointment. (Attach resume if desired or use an extra sheet of paper if necessary.) 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Matthew Gworek_______________ ____3/30/23_____ 
Signature Date 

CONGRATULATIONS! The __________________________________________ has 
appointed you to the ___________________________________________ by official 
action taken on ______________. Your term will expire ________________________. 

We greatly appreciate your interest and participation in the municipal government 
process. 

Mayor and Board of Trustees 
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Preserving Our Cherished Bike and Pedestrian-Friendly Culture 
We read with interest Patrick Hunter’s thoughtful guest opinion in February on growth, traffic and road 
design changes on 8th Street. Hunter expressed concern that 8th Street might be destined for significant 
increases in automobile traffic, and that the design changes underway on 8th were incompatible with 
that destiny. The letter raises some good questions, and we would like to look more broadly at the issue. 
Those of us on Carbondale’s Bike, Pedestrian and Trails Commission (BPTC) support the changes 
underway but realize that the 8th Street project demonstrates the need to improve our community’s 
long-term preparedness for change and growth. While designated as a multi-modal (shared-use) street, 
improvements to 8th Street were not addressed until a group of citizens requested changes to slow 
traffic and improve safety for pedestrians and cyclists. Like the proverbial frog in a pot of cold water 
slowly brought to a boil, shared use and traffic patterns on 8th Street were changing incrementally and 
many of us failed to notice and/or simply adapted. But for others, changing conditions had become 
unacceptable.  

After consulting with design experts and the community at large, the town determined that 8th Street 
needed wide, straight, unobstructed, well-lighted sidewalks and narrower driving lanes. These are 
proven solutions to make streets safer and more inviting for all users. But the process to land on these 
improvements was long, arduous, and expensive. Our community can do better in the future. We need a 
long-term, multi-modal plan designed to acknowledge and respond to change in a manner that meets 
the needs of all users while preserving and protecting our bike- and pedestrian-friendly culture 
proactively and efficiently.  The town has begun the process of creating such a plan.  

The Carbondale Bike, Pedestrian and Trails Commission (BPTC) was established in September 2010 
through a resolution by the Board of Trustees. That resolution established a broad mission for the 
commission as an advisory group to ensure that all town policies, plans, codes, and programs are 
updated and implemented to strengthen the town’s bicycle and pedestrian-friendly infrastructure. 
Additionally, BPTC would develop programs to encourage bike and pedestrian transportation, educate 
the community on safety and shared road use, and promote the benefits of bike and pedestrian use for 
personal health, reduction of congestion, and protection of the environment. The commission meets 
monthly and consists of nine community volunteers. The town trustees assign one trustee as a liaison to 
attend each meeting along with the Public Works Director.  

Carbondale has a proud history as an equitable, eco-friendly, interconnected, “small-town” community 
that recognizes the importance of quality of life. A significant element in the town’s character is full 
and safe access for everyone, especially our children, to schools, friends’ neighborhoods, health and 
wellness facilities, cultural activities, shops, and other essential community resources with or without a 
car. But the pressures of growth are relentless, and too often communities find themselves reacting only 
after a town’s character is threatened. BPTC seeks to establish systems that proactively address the 
pressures of growth and ensure preservation of our town’s bike-pedestrian-transit-friendly culture.  

When the Board of Trustees updated the Carbondale Comprehensive Plan in 2022, they recognized the 
need to strengthen this culture. Their update called for the development of a master plan to create a 
long-term vision for multi-modal transportation based on broad community outreach, forecasting of 
future growth, and comprehensive analysis. Multi-modal refers to all modes of transportation – bikes, 
pedestrian, transit (bus and train) and cars. To achieve this objective, the trustees asked BPTC to help 
create parameters for that master plan.  

Over the past few months, the BPTC has reviewed transportation multi-modal master plans from 
around the country. We now have a long list of ideas about existing multi-modal infrastructure gaps, 
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traffic calming designs, pedestrian crossing improvements (especially on Hwy 133), national design 
templates such as Complete Streets, improvements in cross-town transit connectivity, and education 
and public outreach on shared use of our multi-modal infrastructure. In March, the town issued a 
Request for Proposals to identify and hire a professional consultant to help develop this multi-modal 
mobility and access plan. The timeline calls for hiring that individual by the end of April.  
 
The Bike, Pedestrian and Trails Commission is excited about this next big step, and we look forward to 
sharing updates with the community. Our preliminary vision is to ensure safe and easy navigation of 
our streets and sidewalks for everyone through an integrated multi-modal infrastructure that prioritizes 
biking, walking and transit use. Our position is that the town’s character should be considered in all 
growth and development decisions. Together, with our town trustees, a professional consultant, town 
staff and community feedback, we believe we can create an interconnected, integrated, and safe multi-
modal system that will be sustainable as Carbondale grows; a system designed to become a critical 
element in the town’s planning and development approval processes.  
 
Carbondale’s Bike, Pedestrian and Trails Commission meets on the first Monday of every month from 
6:00 to 7:00. The public is welcome to attend. 
 
Matt Gworek, Chairman, and Rick Blauvelt and Michael Gorman, Members: Carbondale Bike, 
Pedestrian and Trails Commission 
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